THE 


BY WALTER SCOTT. 


Go you into all the world, proclaim the good news to the whole creation: —he who be- 
lieveth and ia immersed shall be saved ; and he who believeth not shall be condemned. 
Messian. 


NO.6. | CARTHAGE, JUNE 2, 1834. VOL. 3. 


THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 
NO. 2. 


' Among the rarest and most important thoughts on parables I have ever seen 
published a writer in the Evangelist, under the name of Alumnus, has given an 
exposition of the parable of the tares and the wheat and of the phrase Kingdom of 
heaven ; in which he discriminates between the Church and the Kingdom, making 
the latter a word of much more cempreheusive import than the former. The 
Kingdom is explained to comprehend the King, the subjects, the territory pos- 
sessed, the laws, and manners and customs by which it isidentifiedand governed ; 
while the word church, more limited in its signification, is used for the subjects of 
the Kingdom, eitherin the aggregate, or portioned out into distinct assemblies. 
This was a desideratum for understanding the parable already named, and is as 
enlightening as it is new, startling, and interesting. : 

Alumnus has demonstrated clearly that, the territory of the kingdom of heaven 
being co-extensive with the great globe itse!f, a man may be in it without enjoying 


the privileges of a denizen; this is correct, and perfectly analogous to all our 


conceptions of society ; for how many, at the present time, have their residence 
within these United States, who, from want of enfranchisement, are debarred 
the privileges of freemen, and cannot appear at the poles! It isa fact, then, that 
& man may stand in the territory of the kingdom, and yet not be a subject of the 


kingdom. But is it not a corollory from the above, that persons may belongto == 
the kingdom and not be in the territory?. A man may bea subject of Louis = = ~~ 


Philip, and yet live in England and not in France; may not a man, then, belong 
tothe Messiah and not stand within the territory of his glorious empire? Un- 
doubtedly ; because if we can be in the territory and not be subjects; we may 
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be subjects and.not be im the territory. But the reader will say how is it pos- 
sible, that a subject of Messiah’sreign should get beyond the bounds of the ter- 
ritory and not get out of the world, seeing the world has been given to Messiah 
as the bounds: of his kingdom? Before replying to this it may be asked whether 


_ the subjects, the king, the territory, and laws of the kingdom of heaven were con- 
- temporaneously called into existince? was a territory granted and guaranteed to 
Messiah before laws were formed, or subjects gathered? Or were subjects gath- 


ered before the grant of. the territory? I answer, these things came into exist 
tence not contemporaneously but in succession, first the subjects, next the king, 
then the laws, and finally the territory, after the king had ascended into heaven, 
for it was not until Jesus was glorified that the uttermost parts of the earth were 
given to him fora possession. If John’s disciples were introduced into the king- 
dom by baptism, and we have seen they were, then here are subjects of the hing- 
dom before the grant of the territory, subjects who when they took allegiance to 
the king who was tocome, stood, for the time being, without any territory. 
Rome was not built in a day; neither was Jerusalem; neither was the kingdom 
of heaven; it arose gradually. 

I know, that those who wére immersed by John were called his disciples, and 
baptism was called John’s baptism; still I do not think, that this should be ad. 
cuced to invallidate the saying of Jesus our Lord, who assures us, that the Law 
was until John, but, from that time, the kingdom of heaven was preached and all 
men pressed into it. The saying of John that the kingdom was approaching 
and that of Jesus, it was come, are perfectly reconciled, if it be admitted, that 

the New Instution was introduced gradually, | 

SILAS, 


AN ANSWER. 


To Strictures, found in the Relizious Narrator, on “The Pro- 
essed Restorers of the Ancient Gospel.” In which notice is ta- 


ken of thedifference between The Ancient Gospel and Modern 


Systems of Divinity. By William Ballantine. 


The above is the title ofa pamphlet which was sent to us, a 
short time ago, from the City of brotherly love, by our kind and 
talented brother John Thomas, now editing the Apostolic Advocate, 
Richmond, Va. The author, Bro William Ballantine is one of the 
oldest reformers, and hasbeen found warring for the apostolick 
order of things both in Scotland and England; no wonder then, if 


_having taken up his residence in America, he should be found J 


in the ranks of those who have restored the ancient gospel, and 
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wielding his able pen in its defence. We recollect of having read, 
about fifteen years ago, a pamphlet by the same author, published, 


we believe, in Perth Scotland; and although the lapse of these 


years has almost effaced the recollection of the subject, it has not 
been able to obliterate from our memory the mild and christian, 
but manly and forcible manner in which he met his opponents, 
Brother Ballantine is now an old man; about two years ago he 
visited the West, and is spokenof in the Harbinger as an emin- 

ent Hebrew scholar. ‘Fhe occasion which gave birth to the pamph- 
let, extracts from which we shall lay before our readers, will be 
seen ina piece taken from the Religious Narrator, a paper published 
in P hilace!phia. But if the Narrator be true to his name and 
in every thing he relates, tells as many obliquitics as he has 
done in the following effusion then he must be a singularly odd 
story-teller. 


From the Religious Narrator. 


‘THe proressep oF THE ANCiENT GosreL.—There are amongs; 
us those who confidently affirm thatall sects of Christians, except themselves, 
are radically wrong in their views and practices in relation to the Gospel of 
Christ; that the order of the Christian Church as established by the Apostles is 
nearly, if not wholly abolished, from .all modem churches, with the exception of 


their own Christian Congregation; that they have the true, ancient, primitive — 


Gospel order; and that this order consists mainly in baptism for the remision of 
sins, belief according to the understanding of everyindividual in the dogmas of the 
Apostles, the weekly breaking of the “ loafof blessing,” and a license to every 
one who chooses to administer baptism and the Lord’s Supper. They deny any 
regeneration other than baptism, generally adopt a new version of the New 
Testament, and make verylitile use of the Old Testament. Being a very con- 
fident, assuming, and self-sufficient people, they boldly and clamorously con. 
demn the opinions of ajl those who maintain the necessity of the Spirit’s influ. 
ence in regeneration, aud who decline the observance of their pretended Apostol- 
ic Order. To make Christians, according to their views, it only requires to con. 
vince the reason of man, of the truth of the Christian Religion, and then regene, 
them by immersion in water. Many of tbe Baptist Churches in Virginia, Ken. 
_tucky, and Ohio have been infested and distracted with the spirit of innova. 
tion, attendant upon the efforts of these professed restorers of the ancient gos. 


pel, Latterly, an attempt has been made to enlighten Philadelphia in its‘claims 
and pretensions, and those Baptists who have put themselves in the way of — 


the illumination, have been gravely tnforme?*het are whol!y ir eras, 
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they are foolled and cheated by their designing and mercenary pastors, who per. 
petuate the deception only that they may continue to enjoy their salaries and 
make a gain of the Lord’s congregations. At the same time we do not learn 
_ that these professed restorers, ever refuse to receive money themselves when — 
offered them; or that they decline making a fair profit on all theirown pains 
to utter, publish, announce, and print sentiments and opinions. They wipe 
their feet upon ovr carpets alledging that they tread upon our pride, whilst they 
persuade themselves that their pride and insolence in doing so, escape detection. 
But in this they err. There is good sense enough in most communities to 5¢¢ 
through such flimsy pretences. | 
These will no doubt have infused a bad leven into some of our churches, 
and will thus enjoy the bad gratification ofhaving created confusion in them, 
In our mind, the sooner each and every church expells from its bosom such lev- 
en, the better. The regular Baptists in Virginia have found it requisite to draw 
a line between themselves and these pseudo-restorers. Their doctrine eats 
as acanker, and must be suppressed and exterminated in each body, by that 
power with which Christ has clothed his church, and that is the power of 
censure or expulsion. 


To the Editor of the Religious Narrator. 


Mr. Eprror, 
In your paper of January 3d, you attack persons whom 
AC you style ‘Professed restorers of the ancient gospel’—Why pray> 
the sarcastic epithet ‘Professed restorers of the ancient gospel?” 
‘4 Do you profess faith in the Gospel ? Will you say that there are 
_ wo Gospels, the Ancient and the Modern Gospet ? By this sarcasm 
"you seem to be an abettor of the gospels of the present day—and 
consequently must mistake the Apostolic Gospel, which is a mis- 
take of the most dreadful consequence. This sarcasm however 
requires, that you be brought back to “ the Gospel of the Grace of 
God.” Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, has asserted that if he or 
anangel from heaven should announce any other Gospel than 
that which he had proclaimed among the Gentiles, that he should 
beaccursed. He Jeaves us no room to doubt what this Gospel is— 
see Cor. 15 chap.—1, 3 verses 
You perhaps object to the phrase “ Ancient Gospel.” If you are 
at all instructed in the testimony of God, you must know, that even 


ae: 


The Evangelist. 125 


in Paul’s time another gospel was preached than that which he 

taught—which indeed, he asserted, was not another gospel, but 

@ perversion of the gospel of Christ. Gal. 5. ch 7, 8. What we 

mean by the ancient gospel is, what Peter preached concerning 

Jesus on the day of Penticost—Paul announced among the gen- 

tile nations for the obedience of faith, in contra-distinction from 

corruptors of the gospel’ in the apostle’s days, and of all others who 

ince that time, have either added to or deducted from the gospel 

of Christ. It needs but a ‘small measure of discernment to see the 

additions and deductions that professed Christians have made in 

gospel of the son of God. Instead of the ggspel of the Apostles— 

who were witnesses of the facts which they promulged, we have 

various gospels.—Every sect in christendom has itsgospel. Ifany 

does not se2 this, it is most evident in the various donominations 

ofthe Christian names. If all, from the apostles’ days, had held fast 

the gospel cf Christ, there would have beea no divisions among 

the professed Christians ;they would all have done and spoken the 

same things, in the kingdom of Christ. k is not then without the 

best reason, that we distinguish the Aacient Gospel, which was 

first preached at Jerusalem, from all other things which men 

have galled the gospel’ and whick subvert the hearers. If, there 

fore you sneer at the Ancient Gospel you must stand under some BW 

perversion of the gospel of Christ? which the Lord is about to de~ “i a 

: stroy with the breath of his mouth and the glory of his coming. — , 

bh F It is said that we affirm that the order of the Christian Cuurch 

as establishd by the Apostlesis nearly, if not wholly abolished- 

It is true, we say a great many things about the Chrstian Church 

as established by the Apostles, and from what we say and from 

what the Holy Spirit says, it may be fairly inferred that modern 

Christianity, from the Pope downward, bears but little resem- 
lance to the Church of Christ. 


Let ussee.—The first Christian Church,was gathered z 

_ er, founded, establised in Jerusalem, on the first ry 
the resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus. The hundred and 
_ twenty waited, ashe had commanded them, for the mission of the. 
Spirit, the promise of the Father. They were not disappointed, 
He was sent down upon them to furnish them with the gift of 
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on the other, and see if they loox like each other—and as people § - 
gay, we shall begin at the beginning. The hundred andtwenty [f 
_ disciples were assembled, on the day of Pentecost, in one ovlace. 
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tongues, that they rifight make known to men of all nations, the 


wonderful works of God, which he had effected by his only and 
well beloved son. 


Peter, to whom was given by Christ the keys of the kingdom, 
opened the door of faith to his Jewish hearers. Three thousand of 
the multitude gladly received his preaching, were immersed and 

added to the one hundred and twenty. These persons n ow consti- 
tuted the first Christian Church; and believing what the Apostles 
said and Christ had commanded they continued stedfastly in the 
teaching of the Apostles, in their contribution for the poor Saints, 
breaking of bread, prayers, and praises; and the Lord added to 
the congregation daily the saved. 

Such was the Church in Jerusalem, and such were all the churches _ 
throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria, “ walking in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort ofthe Holy Spirit, being edi- 
fied and multiplied.” Such also were the Churches of Christ 
among theGentiles: Time would fail tospeak of the Churches at 
Corinth, at Ephesus, in Galatia, at Thessalonica, in Rome, &c.&c. 
The church at Jerusalem was still the model of all these churches, 
and so Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, ordained in all the chur- 
ches. The faith that Peter preached on the day of Pentecost was 


the faith of all the brethren, aad the order founded on this faith 


We have now taken a hasty glance atthe Church of Jerusalem, 
and the first Churches modelled according tothat example. Let us 


now view our Modern Churches of professed Christians. Not to 


- waste our time, at present, we think we may pass over, in silence, 


what is called the ‘ Western Church—Mystery Babylon,’ ‘The 
Mother of Harlots,’ and her sister the Eastern or Greek Church; 
nor will we meddle at all with the first born daughter of the mother 
of all abominations, the English Church and her many other 
daughters, but we shall come immediately home to our good Bap- 
tist Churches; and we certainly do assert, if any of the sects of 
Christendom require our attentions,—she ought to be the object of 
especial regard. Well! We shall set down the Church of Jerusa- 
lem on the one side, and some one of the best Baptist Communities 
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Did Peter or any of the hundred and twenty disciples consecrate 
that place? Certainly a more august place never before existed. 
Why then did not Peter consecrate this place? But I am writing 
to Baptists. You do not consecrate places for holy purposes. But 
do you not when you build what you call a place of worship open 
it in some such way as consecration, by having extraordinary 
prayers, and some highly gifted brother to give you an extraordin- 
ary sermon on such an occasion. All we can say to this is, so 
did not Peter. Peter and the other disciples took whatever house 
was open to them to waitfor the promise of the Holy Spirit—ac- 
cording to your system of religion the first thing to be done is to 
build or obtain a house for worship,—to open that house in a solemn 
and religious way,—next to get a ‘smart man’ to occupy the pul- 
pit, or as you call it the sacred desk, then that the seats be rented, 

these nearest the sacred desk, for the respectable, that is, for the 
people that can pay the’ highest price for seats, and the poor who 


cannot take pews, may sit back wherever they can. Is this what - 


Peter ordained on the day of Pentecost? No! We say boldly, 
without fear of contradiction, that the Apostles gathered disciples 
together without any relation to any house of worship. ‘They 
knew full well that wherever there were disciples, they would find 
~ some house or place in which to worship—seeing the earth is the 
Lord’s and the fullness thereo™. And we assert there is not one 
word, about providing a house of worship in all the New Testa- 
ment. But this is one first concern with you regular Baptists — 
And if you have not money of your own, or are unwilling to part 
" with it, you send every where, toevery person tobeg money to build 
or to pay off the enormous debts of your buildings, A building, 
Lam informed, not far from me ¢pst $40,000 to erect in a most su- 
perb stile, w ith all the trappings of its sacred desk. ‘The commu- 
nity connected with it became bankrupt. It was brought to the 
Sheriff's hammer. It was bought in again for a comparatively 
trifling sum. Many lost considerable sums by the transaction. — 
But the old Church which had become bankrupt, crept into the old 
concern again which was bought for a trifling sum, and thus they 
are now as a serpent having crept out of his old skin, basking in the 
rays of summer heat. And yet these very people talk of religious 
revivals and spiritual prosperity. But did any such transactions 
as these take place on the day of Pentecost—or with respect to any 
of the first Christian churches? No! Houses of worship were 
no special concern of theirs—to glorify God in their body and 
spirit, which were his, in the hope of the Lasirsas sate in a the 
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heavens, was their great concern. 
( To be Continued.) 
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APOSTOLIC ADVOCATE. 


The Editor Bro. John Ttiomas, has been pleased to forward us 
No. 1 of the Apostolic Advocate, which is now being published m 
the City of Richmond, Va. at $1] per annum for 12 Nos. The 
Advocate contains piecess on ‘ The of the 19th century,” 
with t point, and cutting like arazor. There is a piece t 
the which we make the following ex- 
tracts inasmuch asit will communicate to the reader the fundamen- 


- tal views which the Advocate has embraced in relation to the Gos- 


pel. The Clergy had anticipated his appearance in Rockdale by 
people the mst unjust suspicions of his 

- This, however, only made the people more eager to 
hear the dreadful ma.n, and brought a fair hearing to the Advocate 
who says of an address which a Minister made for 


“% The effect of ‘this cautionary address was toexcite the minds of the peoples 
‘> atend to the thinga formerly spoken by the Apostles, but long since lost sight 
of, When we arrived on Saturday evening, we found the expectation of the 
‘<itizens on the allert to learn what extraurdinary heresy was about to be pro- 
pounded te them. Being convened, we addressed them on the Gospel as the 


eae forsin. We statéd that the human family had been infected with this dis- 
- @uag,by the venomous and mortal bite of the arch-serpent, the Devil; and that 


the extent of the evil in al) its formidable developements might be grouped un- | 
Ger the six follewing items—namely, the ignorance, the love, the dominion, the 


guilt, the power, and the punishment of sin. We showed that there was but 


ene cure for sim in the aggregate, and that was The Gospel—that all other pro- 
gosed remedies, with which the world, both religious and profane, was acquaint- 
ed, were nothing else but nostrums, and their prescribers quacks. These we 
classed wader the apostolic caption of ‘other gospels,’ to which was appended 
the malediction of the Holy Spirit. We stated that the Gospel comprehended 
Facts, Commands, and Promises. ‘The first to be believed, the second to be 
obeyed, and the third to be enjoyed. That the secret of the whole was a simple, 
yet magnificent, display of the love of God to men, and that this was pre-emin- 
ently revealed in the gift of his well-beloved and only begotten Son, whom he 
bad consigned to death, even the ignominious and cruel death of a Roman 
alave, Crat the obedient might escape the condign punishment that awaits all 
who know not God, and obey not the Gospel of his Son. We stated that the 
Apostles announced the love of God to the Jews and Gentiles in a few plain, 
yet potent, facts, which they sustained by their own testimony, aseye andear _ 


witnesses, and by the demonstration and power of the Holy Spirit, developed ia 


y 
» 


The Evangelist. 129 


the miracles they performed—that Christ died for our sins, according to the 
Scriptures; and thathe was burried; and that he arose again the third day, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. That these facts, supported by the testimony of 
_ Apostles and Prophets, constituted the bones and sinews of the body of Christ— 
the congregation. That the commands to be obeyed were Believe, Reform, and 


ae be Immersed; and that the promises to be enjoyed consisted in the remission of 


sins, the reception of the Holy Spirit, and the resurrection of the body to eternal 
life. —We shewed that these might be subdivided into faith, reformation, immer- 
_ sion, remission of sins, gift of the Holy Spirit, and resurrection to eternal life. 
We parallelized the items of sin with the items of the Gospel, showing that faith 
in the Lord Jesus was the cure for the ignorance of sin; repentance for the love, 
immersion for the dominion, remission for the guilt, the gift of the Holy Spirit 
for the power, and the resurrection of the body for the punishment of sin. We 
observed thatin the Kingdom of Heaven, as well as in the kingdoms of nature, 
there wasa place for every thing, and for every thing a place. That order was 
Heaven’s first law—and that as Jehovah was the God of order, and not of con- 
fusion, we were not to suppuse that the Gospel was an undigested and chaotic 
heap fortuitously thrown together. This could not for a moment be conceded. 
Believing therefore God to be the author of the Gospel, we expected to find or- 
der, perspicuity, and arrangement consummated. Nor are we disappointed in 
this expectation, as we have already shown. Any transposition, therefore, of 
the Gospel items—any derangement of its parts, annibilates its character asa 
specific, destroys its efficacy, obliterates its divinity, and abolishes its identity 
with the word of the Lord, first proclaimed at Jerusalem, Hence, we contend- 
ed, that the schemes propounded from the ‘sacred desks’ of Christendom, for 
the cure of sin, were counterfei's, and notto be found in the genuine prescription 
of the Great Physician. We illustrated this position by reference to the Gos- 
pels of the day, in which the clergy, having first killed their patients in theory, 
pretend to restore them to a state of safety by baby sprinkling, minor confirma- 
tion, and the doctrine of final perseverance ;—others of them by puttinga 
pseudo-baptism before faith ;— others, again, by giving repentance the priority ;— 
- others by insisting on the precedence of what they call the Holy Ghost ;—and 
others by substituting sincerity for all. Such are the miserable expedients resort 
ed to by the teachers of popular religions of the day for the salvation of men; 
by which unwittingly, perhaps on their part, they cajole their flocks out of their 
fleece, their immortality and their weal, and expose themselves to the anathema 


maranatha of God.’’ 


We heartily wish the Advocate a success commensurate with the talents‘and 
piety of its Editor. It is now almost two years since we had the pleasure and 
honer of introducing Bro. Thomas into the Righteous Kingdom, during which 
he has not been an idle spectator of the times and seasons, but an able advocate 
of the truth as it is in Christ, waring with the Spirits in Baltimore, Richmond, 
Philadelphia, from the abettors of Catholicism downward. May grace, mercy 
end peace from God and from Jesus Christ remain with him, — Eprror. 
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AN ARGUMENT 


| For the Truth of Christianity. 
Beloved Bro. Scott, | | 
| Permit me to relate how I managed to helpa young man 
of good mind, of my acquaintance, out of Scepticism, or rather how I shook 
his Scepticism. 
I observed to him that there was one fact, of public noteriety, which I should 
like to hear a man, who professed to love truth, and exercise his reason, re- 
move out of the way. If he denied the divine authorship of the Scriptures 
the fact alluded to ought to be accounted for; it was this, three hundred years 
before the advent of Jesus, the Septuagint a Greek version of the Jewish 
Scriptures, now called the Old Testament, was made, and read to Ptolemy 
Philadelphus and by his order was deposited in his Library at Alexandria, a his- 
tory of which was written by Aristeas, an officer of the king’s guard, who 
states how, and by whom this version was made. In this version, the birth of 
Christ by a virgin, the place where he should be born, the circumstance of the 


massacre of young children about that time for the purpose of destroying him, 


the circumstance of his being called a Nazarene, the circumstance of his riding | 
into Jerusalem on an Ass’s colt, his death, burial, ressurrection, and assen- 
sion, and, in fact, the whole history of his life are recorded as foretold by the 
Prophets. Now I leave you to decide, said I, by the exercise of your Reason, 
having this notorious fact before you in authentic history, whether these Proph- 
ets were merely guided by Reason, or whether they spoke by Inspiration of 
God. 

Ido not remember to have seen any Sceptic try to get over this difficulty, nor 
do I remember to have seen this argument used in favour of the divine authen- 


ticity of the Scriptures, although it may have been done a thousand times. 


Affectionately Yours, 
WINANS, 


QUESTION, 
By Brother Strong, Hanging Fork, Ky. 
Is there any lack of fulfilment of Christ’s prophecy relative to his burial and 


the time which he was to remain in the earth? The prediction says three days 
and three nights. The fulfilment is supposed to have been only from F riday 


evening at sun-down till Lord’s-day morning at sun-rise :—Please explain. 


The following is Whitby’s solution of the apparent difficulty : 


He says “In answer to this objection,” 


Ist. That the Hebrews began their computation of a natural 


day from the evening or night preceeding. So we read, Gen. 1. 5, 
“the evening and the morning were the first day.” So, Daniel = —*#| 
8. 14, “unto 2300 evenings and mornings shall the sanctuary be 
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cleansed.” So Lev. 23. 32, “from evering to evening shall you 
celebrate your sabbath,” &c. : 
2d. Note, that it isa rule among the Jews “to put a part of a 
day for the whole of it.” See Dr. Lightfoot, and Grotius, 


3d. ‘That it is very usual to reckon that to be done in so many 
days which is done so as that the action begins in any part of the 
first and ends in any part of the last day; for example, 1 Kings 
— 20.29, ‘They encamped against one another seven days and on 

the seventh day the battle joined,’* And Easter saith ch. 4. 16, 
‘fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night nor day, 
Tend my maidens will fast also and then willl go into the king’ 
But she went into the King on the third day. So, Luke 2.-21, 
When eight days were accomplished for the circumcision of the 
child, they called his name Jesus; yet the day of his birth, and 
that of his circumcision were two of these eight days and the com 
plete days were only Six. In another instance Lukesays ‘ About 


eight days after these words he took Peter and John and James, 


and went up into the Mount” But Matthew says it was ‘six days 
after’ but including the day he spoke and the day he went into the 
Mount it might be reckoned eight, excluding them it was only 


According to this method of computing, which seems to have 
been the Jewish method, our Saviour was three days in the grave, 
for if we should exclude from the computation the day on which he 
rose because he rose in the morning, then we may exclude that on 


which he died because he died in the evening, which would be very | 


absurd; but if we include the one pe must for the same reason 
include the other also; so that Friday on which he died, Saturday, 
and Lord’s-day on which he rose, make in this way three days. 

Enprror. 


THE THEATRE. 


The followers of Thespia, or to speak more plainly, the Play 
Actors have more communion with the Ancient Gospel and those 
who proclaim it than this detested thing called Sectarianism.— 
Who would have thought that in a place in which houses built pro-, 


fessedly for the worship of the living God, a man calling the peo- 


_® Here the day of encampment and the day of battle arereckonedamong = 


“the seven days. 
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ple to reformation of life through the faith of the gospel would have 
been compelled to retire to the Theatre and make the true God and 
Jesus Christ debtors toa strolling party of Play Actors! But we 
have seen, from the very day the Ancient Gospel was restored, that 
their can subsist not the slightest religious fellowship between its 


supporters and those who advocate ‘another gospel.’ At Philadel- 


phia and in Alabama as at Jesusalem and in Galatia the Gospel, 
the Ancient Gospel, is the same uncompromising and original thing 
- that refuses all intercourse with pretended aids and slight devia- 
tions, aspiring of itself without any assistance from any thing to 
convert the whole world to God. A person, who was. lately im- 
mersed exclaimed as she arose out of the water ‘ Away with Pres- 
byterianism,’ We say ‘Away with all partyism’ and let Christians 
approach each other only on the principles of the Original Gospel 
of Christ. Read the following from Doctor Wharton. = Kp. 


A LETTER. 

| Tam aresidentof Tuscumbia Alabama, I have an intro- 
ductory letter to you from Bro. E. A. Smith of Ky. who passed through our 
place some six weeks since. It was my imention to have called to see you; 
but as it isa little uncertain whether you have retumed from your excursion to 
Virginia, and [ am in great haste to proceed eastward, 1 have concluded to defer 

it until my return, five or six weekshence. * * * * | 
Brother Smith was in Huntsville in January, and preached some eight or ten 
times; the weather being exceedingly unfavorable he had but few hearers; he 
excited a good deal of enquiry as well as much opposition; two or three weeks 
after he left I visited that place by the particular request of some of the brethren 
there and remained a week. I was denied the use of all the meeting houses of 


the place, but was permitted by the Officers of Justice to occupy the Court house, — 


an old and inconvenient building; having once been a resident of that place and 
being personally acquainted with most of the citizens, after my first appoint- 
ment I had quite a respectable audience, which continued to grow in number 
as long as I remained, and indeed we were compelled to adjourn to some other 
house; but as no other could be procured, although several of their * Churches? 
were unoccupied, we were permitted by the kindness of the Thespian Company 
to occupy the T’heatre. I had the pleasure during my absence of introducing 


two into the kingdom of our Lord. The public mind is at this time much exci- 


ted upon the subject of this great sajvation; at that place as well as at otber 
parts of North Alabama every form of misrepresentation and opposition has 
been used; but our trust in the living one is, that the veil of prejudice which has 
____been thrown over the minds and hearts of people will be rent in twain, and 
~ truth, raidiant truth, majestic and sublime, will shine into their hearts and give to 
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dying mortals the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
the anointed one. . : | 


The boat in which [ am going on will stop only a couple of hours and I am in 
great haste. I did desire greatly to see your face and shake your hands in grati- 
tude to God our Heavenly Father who through the instrumentality of your la- 
bors has imparted to me somuch favor and mercy, joy and peace in believing 
the gospel concerning his Son. I was formerly an elder in the Presbyterian 
Church anid for obeying Peter, into whose hands the keys of the kingdom were 
given, I have been discarded, called a Campbellite, opposed, calumniated, mis- 
represented, abused, denied entrance into houses consecrated to the worship of 
the only living and true God as an authorised teacher of the living Oracles; but 
although I have been cast down I am not destroyed ; though opposed, not over- 
come; but in the midst of persecution I have enjoyed more of the blessedness of 
| believing, more of the comforts of the Holy Spirit, peace of conscience and joy 
of heart than I had ever hoped to attain to in this life. 


Farewell Bro. Scott, may the Lord bless you and yours, with all the fullness 


--ef the blessings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, both your Savior and mine. 
WM. H. WHARTON. 


| THE MILLENNIUM. 


In relation to principlesthe extremes of christianity are its faith 
and its hope; the first te.minating on the things which are 
and the second on things which are yet future. In regard to the. 
faith the present christians are in great confusion; and the rcsusci- 
_, tation of it in its original form, has filled them with the greatest 

consternation. As for the hope of saints they scarcely know what 
it is, some of them imaginingit is a happy escape from Purgato- 
ry, others from hell, others from this mortal tenement; but few, al- 
most none, understanding that it is ‘Jesus descending from heaven.’ 
Whether, therefore, it be in its faith or its hope, its past or its future 
matters christianity is but tolerably understood only by a few. 

Many have attempted to unfold the Millennium; some have done 
a little, some nothing, others have, if it were possible, more invol- 
ved the subject, and others emulous of a high or a profound Scrip- 


tural reputation, have tired both. themselves and others long before 
they could return from the immense round of topic which their 


ambition led them to embrace, to that point on which it most of all — 


behooved their readers to be enlightened. 
It is known tu the disciples that the subject is one which has en- 
gaged our most anxious enquiry for many years, the result of 
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which we had fondly hoped to lay before the world in a seperate 
volume, for men I believe might be improved by such a book; but 
we now introduce it into the pages of the Evangelist, hoping that 
our labours on this subject will prove an incentive to our Readers 
to prepare themselves for the coming of the Lord Jesus, to whom 
be glory. | 
Without meddling with Rome, or the nations of the earth for the 
present, we shall bring the reader immediately to the subject of the 
second appearance of the Lord Jesus in the following chapter 


which, for reasons that will appear afterward, we name “The 
Cloud.” | 


SECOND COMING OF CHRST. 


The Cloud. 


There has been, says Faber, so long a suspension of the‘visible 
interpositions of Providence, a suspension nevertheless foretold by 
Isaiah, that we are apt in the present day, to feel a sort of hesita-— 
tion in admitting that they will ever be renewed. ‘The Jews per- 
petually required a sign of the Lord, at the period of his first ad- 
vent: we, on the contrary, can scarcely bring ourselves to interpret 
litterally even the inost express predictions, relative to his miracu- 
lous and personal manifestation at the period of his secord advent. 
Few have felt the influence of this prejudice more than myself, 
says the same author, and nothing but a laborious comparison of 
_ prophecy with prophecy has enabled me to subdue it. 

In conformity With the conclusions into which the above distin- 
guished writer on prophecy was forced by express predictions rela- 
tive to the second personal appearance of the Messiah we shall 
state and endeavor to sustain by proper authorities from the Holy 
Scriptures the following propositions. 


Proposition 1. ‘The Lord Jesus will come into the world a sec- 
Proof 1. Let not your heart he troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so I would have 
told you. I goto prepare a place for you; and if I go and prepare a place for 
you I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also. John 14 c. | 
2. For Ihave received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you. 
That the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread ; and 
when he had given thanks, he brake it and said take, eat; this is my body bro- 
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also took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament 
in my blood; this do as often as ye drink it in remembrance of me. For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till _ a 
he come, | Cor. llc. 

3. For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands the figures 
of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. 
Nor yet that he should offer himself often as the high priest entereth into the holy 
place every year with blood of others; for then must he often have suffered 
since the foundation of the world; but now once in the end of the world hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself; and as it isappointed un- 
to men once to die and after death the judgment; so Christ was once offered to 


bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the se- a 
cond time without sin unto salvation. Heb. 9c. | , 2 
In the above citations which, in respect to the proposition before i 
us, are to be regarded as the demonstrations of the Spirit, the com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus is set forth by every word which can denote i = 
itto be a Second coming; the very word ‘second’ itself is used; 
and the word ‘again’ also. But when he does come he is to raise 
the Apostles from the dead and to receive them to himself, that » 
where he is there they may be also. Now Christ has not yet done | 
this thing; he has not yet raised the Apostles from the dead; their , ‘— 
dust mingles with the ashes of all martyers; and, therefore, to ful- 
fil his promise to them his slaughtered servants he must yet appear  @ 


a second time. 


Again, as the Jews up to the coming of Christ, were kept serving 
God day and night in hope of the resurrection, so, at that time, the 
true christian body were appointed to worship God in the Supper 
until this splendid event transpires, when his blessed presence 
| will render further attention to it unnecessary. But the true chris- 
tians still continue to worship God in this holy ordinance every 
first day of the week; Jesus has not put an ecd to this order of 
worship by a second personal appearance; he has not realized the 
hope of all saints; therefore these things yet remain to be accom- 
plished. 
But again it is expressly asserted in the last quotation, that to 
those who look for him will he appear a second time. He has 
never since the above Scripture was penned, appeared to the chns- 
tians who are the persons meant in the text. He has appeared 
only once; therefore before he can appear and we see him he must : 
come again to this earth; so that all the adjunctsof the coming $= 
referred to in the Scriptures quoted, denote it‘obeacomingwhich 
is yet future; and all the Scriptures quoted a'so denote, that those ea 
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who deny the future advent of the Lord Jesus are grievously mis- 


taken. 


Proposition 2. The Lord Jesus will come from Heaven: 


When God gave the law he descended from heaven; when Christ 
ascended he ascended to heaven; and when he comes a second 
time into the world it will not be from the grave nor from hades 
but from heaven; of which propositions the PET quotations 
may be regarded : as express predictions. 


Proof 1. But I would not have you ignorant brethren concerning them 


~ which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope; for if we 


believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shal! not prevent 
(anticipate) them which are asleep, for the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, &c. 1 Thess. 4c. 


2. And to you who are troubled rest with us; when the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire &c. 2 Thess, 1c. 

3. For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had un- 
to you, and how ye turned to God from idols, to serve the living God; and to 


wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus who 
delivered us from the wrath tocome. 1 Thess: 1c. 


The Lord Jesus has not descended from heaven with a shout; 


he has not yet been revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 


in flaming tire; but his saints now, as at the beginning, are still 
waiting for him; and before the predictions embodied in the above 
citations can be fulfilled ho must, in the language of our proposi- 
tion, come from heaven. 


Proposition 3. When the Lord Jesus comes a second time he 
will be accompanied with all the holy angels:—When God laid 
the foundation stone of the earth the morning siars sang together 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy. Myriads of angels were 
present on Sinai at the giving of the law; and when the “Lord Je- 
sus ascended up on high he was among them as at Sinai. When 
he comes from heaven at the beginning of the Millennium he will 
not come alone, nor with his saints merely, byt with myriads of 
flaming angels. 

Proof 1. And to you the afflicted, because our testimony was believed by 
you, rest with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire inflicting a just retribution on those whoknow not God 
and obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who-shall suffer a just pun- 
ishment—an everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the 
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glory of his power—in that day when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired of all the believers. 2 Thess. 1 c. 


2. Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man ui 


eonfess before the angelsof God. But he that denieth me before men, shall be 


denied before the angels of God. Luke 12 c. 
3. The Lord himself shall descend from heaven wha shout with the voice 


of the archangel and the trump of God, 1 Thess. 4 ¢. 


4. For the Son_of man -will come in the glory of his Father with his holy 


angels. Matthew 16. 


Now the Lord Jesus has not yet been revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels inflicting punishmet upon his adversaries; he 
hath not confessed before the ange!s of God those who confess him 
before men; he has not descended from heaven witha shout and 
with the voice of an Archangel and the trump of God; he has not 
yet appeared in the glory of his Father and of the angels; there- 
fore the coming of Christ, at which these things are to occur, is yet 
in prospective, | vet in future. 

Proposition 4. _When the Lord Jesus comes from heaven with 
his holy angels he will appear ina cloud:—In ancient Israel, on 
Sinai, in the tabernacle and in the temple the glory of the Lord 
appeared ina cloud; Jesus was transfizured in a cloud; he ascend- 
ed to a cloud; and Daniel, John, the Angels and Jesus himself as- 
sure us that he will descend i in a cloud. 


Proof 1. Avd I saw in thé night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of 


man came with the clouds of heaven, and came tothe Ancient of days, and 
they brought him near before him; aad there was oven him dominion and td 
anda kingdom, &e. Daniel 7c, 


. 2, Behold, he cometh in clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they also 


_ who pierced him and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him: ‘even 


eo— Amen. Rev. Cc. 


3. And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken 
‘sp; anda cloud received him out of their Sight :—and while they looked stead- 
fastly toward heaven as he went up, behold two men stood by them in white ap- 


_ parel, who also said, you men of Galilee, why stand you gasing up into heaven ¢ 
, this same Jesus who is taken up from you into heaven shall so come in like 
- manner as you have seen him gointoheaven, Acts Ic. 


_ ¢ 4 And they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds cf heaven with 
’ ©" power and great glory. Matthew 24 c. 


In every th'ng that relates to government, law, philosophy, re- 
_ higion, and manners and customs the most polite—the most enlight- 
_ ened portions of the human species, have been influenced by four 


great reigns or empires, commonly called the ancient empires; the 
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last of which was the Roman. “The first coming of Christ,” 
says Mr. Mede, themost distinguished of all the writers on proph- 
ecy, “was to be while the fourth kingdom was yet in being; the 
second, when it should end.” The Roman Empire has declined; 
it has fallen; it has been broken, but not anthilated; it now exists 
in its tyranical form of government, in its laws, and its manners 
‘and its customs in all the petty European states and princedoms 

into which it has been divided. He came in the days of the Ce- 
_ Sars, initio imperii, and when Daniel’s times are done, “the Son 
of man comes in the clouds of heaven, to receive the Empire of all 
the kingdoms of the world.” But this has not yet taken place, 
therefore its occurrence is still future. Jesus is yet to come in the 
clouds of heaven. But every eye is to see him; the Gentiles who 
pierced him; all the nations are to wail at his appearance; and he 
is to come to Mount Olivet in like manneras he went away, thatis 
in clouds accompanied with holy angels: But such an advent as 
is thus described has never taken place; therefcre the coming at 
which those things are to transpire is yet to oceurr, or in the w ords 
of our proposition «Jesus, the Lord Jesus will come from heaven 
with the holy angels in the clouds.” 

Having ascertained in a summary, but we hope, accurate way, 
that the Lord Jesus will come a second time into this world, that he 
will come from heaven, with all the holy ange's, and ina cloud, we 
shall, in our next number, endeavor to picture out the scene before 
us, and the business of that great day of God. The dramatis per- 
sone, are wonderful—Jesus and alli the holy angels. But if the 
are wonderful so also is the business of that day; “ Behold, says 
he, I come as a thief; blessed is he that watcheth. and keepeth his 
garments, least he walk naked, and they see hisshame.” Reader 
remember that Jesus says nothing in vain, be pure and holy; for 
if the faith you profess and enjoy be great, the hope is glorious.— 
Now to God and the Lamb be praises tor ever more. 


Eprror. 


AN ARGUMENT 
For the Power of Christianity. 


The Gospel of Salvation, despises all the aid that men and their wisdom, may 
_ adopt, to give efficiency to its proclamation; ithas won a thousand trophies over 
all Judea and Samaria, and in the uttermost parts of the earth, by the might 
and majesty of its truth, the impressiveness and power of its motives, the cer- 
-tainty and virtue of its demonstration, and the sacredness of its authority. It 
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spurned all the professed aid of Judaism on the one hand, and all the eloquence — 
and philosophy of the Greeks on the other; neither Priesthood nor people, Ruler 
nor ruled, could add any thing to its beauty, order or suitableness. or give point, 

‘pungency, or newness to ‘tscommunications. And sha!! i: now he said that it is 
deficient, that it cannot accomplish the ends for which it was given, without 
human expedient? Away with the foul slander; what it accomplished in all 

_...eases.in its criginal disclosement, it certainly can and does accomplish now. 

—The Sun needs no other orb to shed upon our earth all the light we need, and 
that institution which had its origin in Him who is the Light of the world, cer. 
tainly stands in no need of any thing that human wisdom may dictate, to give 
light and character to men, It will doas much now. It has done as much. Tt 
shall doas much. Blessed be God and the Lamb, Amen. 


J.C. 


Bro. Scort, 

I request that you would think of the Jewish Priest- 
hood from Aaron downward to the Baptism of Christ; and of the 
Passover, from the night it was eaten in Exypt, down to the night 
in which the loaf was broken by the Lord Jesus; notice also, i in 
Zechariah, the Candlestick, its bow I, its pipes, Ne iden oil and 
its two olive trees, Zerubbabel’s founding the Lord’s house and 
finishing it; and with these things, please to compare what is said 
in Rey siation about the measuring of the tem ole with a reed, the 
altar and the worshipers, and then say whe her it is not a matter 
the most probable in the world, that Baptism and ihe Lord’s s Supper 
are the ‘two witnesses’ who ‘ prophesy i in sack-cloth.’ 


BENJAMINE CLORE. 


My Dear Bro. err 
I am sorry to say it, but after having looked at the matters of © 

prophecy refered toin the above, [ am compelled to acknowledge my ignorance 
in relation to them. I donot know who are the two witnesses; yout #Bggestion 
is perhaps as probable as any other; some say they mean the Jews-and Chrie 
tians; some the Old and New Testaments; some nafure and religion, and som 
Baptisin and the Lord’s Supper. No doubt tie Witnesses are in the world and 
among the things of religion; as yet we do not khow what they are certainly; 
but matters once equally obscure as they, have’ ‘been made very plain; let us 

_ therefore fear the Lord and study the Scriptures, and perhaps an inductive en- 
quiry of the nature of analogy may yet unfold. to us with all certainty the two 
witnesses and, if they do be made known to me, God being my witness, they 
shall not long wear sackcloth if I have a better suit to put upon them, or if they — 
have been oppressed or grieved or kept in thé dark then I promise for one, by the 
help of God, to relieve, to comfort and to bring them forth into the open day :— 
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In fact those who have seized upon the Ancient Gospel and Ancient order of 
things, ought, in my judgment, to labor to ascertain what are the two witnesses in 
order to see that they get fair play and not be loaded with sackcloth and kept in 


-ebseurity. It is a curious fact, and itisin perfect harmony with your observa- 


tion, that the only positive ceremony in the Ancient Gospel is Baptism, and the 
only one in the Ancient Order of the Church is the Supper. Now these two or- 
dinances are and have been in Popery and Protestantism in the most woful, 


~ mournful plight; yet they ase. the two very prominent things in the gospel and —— 


order of the church which tell us that Jesus wasonce crucified, buried, and raised 
to Heaven, that he will come again! for they are to be permitted to proptecy in 
the church until he comes again. If then, the two witnesses are Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper, and if these were publicly plead for, propogated, adopted and 
brought into al! noteriety by a party of professing christians in 1527 and churches 
gathered upon them at that time whose worship is distinguished by nothing so 
much as these two ordinances and for nothing so much reviled, belied and de- 
famed, is not 1827 to be regarded as the Grand Epoch, the close of the prophetic 
1260 days? ‘Towers, some where in his book on Prophecy, said that some- 
thing very favourable to the church was to transpire in 1827. ‘This suggestion 
however should not be allowed to interfere with further inquiry as none of usat 
present can say forcertain that itis correct. ‘The T'wo Witnesses may yet ap 
pear very different personages from what many or any suppose they are. 
Enrros. 


QUESTIONS. 


- Harrison ‘is a small but handsome village, situated on the line which divides - 
Ohio from Indiana; it lays in buth States so that while we drove up the street to 
meeting, which was held about two miles from the village, Bro. Jameson observed 
that I rode in Indiana and he in Ohio. We were blessed with an excellent au- 
dience, the whole country, for many miles around, having coime out to hear us, 
During the day we assembled in a large barn, and at night spoke tu the people of 
Harrisom In some towns and villages even the original gospel will not take, 
from the fact which we know, sometimes exists, that they do not contain one sin- 
gle man or woman of mind and elevation of purpose, sufficient to lay hold of it. 
This is not the case in Harrison. The population there, if we mistake not, par 
take largely of that nobility of character which is awarded by the writer of the 
Acts to the Bareans, ‘who,’ he says, ‘searched the Scripture daily to know 
whether these things were so.” 

The excitement was very great, and there now stands twenty disciples ready 
w receive the Ordinances with the greatest prospects of immediate success ;— 


May the Lord bless them and make them a blessing to theis fellow villages = 


ia Harrisop. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
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On the first day a Presbyterian deacon, filled with all the technicalities of See- 
tarianism, had the temerity to stand up in the assembly and question us whether | 
we denied the trinity, the divinity of the Saviour, election, special operations of 
the Spirit, &c. Knowing fulwell that his deaconship was one of those ungov- 
ernable and vain talkers whose mouth must be stopt, we took advantage of his 
last question, and put him on the defensive before the congregation by asking him 
* whether special influences of the Spirit were necessary tofaith and repentance, 
bidding im quote the Scripture which he imagined taught the extraordinary doc- 


___trine.’? The terrible discomfiture which the poor deacon had to suffer in the 


presence of his numerous acquaintance inspired him with such just revenge thas 
he called at our lodgings early on Monday morning to assure us that he was pre- 
pared to meet any and all of usin public debate for the purpose of defending 
the essential doctrines of his church. 


The Deacon’s fury, however, was too violent to last long and when he had 
blown it off by a volly of severe words we handed him the following six que» 
tions to give to his minister or any of his brethren who wished the favour of an 
opportunity to defend publicly the dogmas of his sect, pledging ourselves to find 
aman who would willingly meet the person who should assume the affirma- 
tive: | | 

1. Is the Holy Spirit necessary tofaith? Is it necessary to repentance? Is 
it necessary to an understanding of the Holy Scripture? Is the Word of God 
adead letter? Is Sprinkling supported by either Scriptural precept or example t 
Is the Holy Spirit given to men before they believe? These questions was ulti- - 
mately put into the hands of Doctor Crookshank, who, we were told in Harti- 
son, isa very zealous Presbyterian. ‘The Doctor in answer has forwarded the 
following, which the reader will perceive is freshened with a sprinkling ortwo of 
the arrogance of the sect; but thatis nothing to us; if the Doctor chooses to be 
impertinent we shall, for this time at any rate, printit; and if the people blame 
him for being impudent, to himself be it said. Eprror. 


Doctor Crookshank, a Presbyterian. 


The three. first—Are the special operations of the Holy Spirit necessary to 
faith, repentance and a right understanding of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Gth, Is the Holy Spirit given to the sinner before faith; all resolve i 
into one, viz. Is the conversion of the sinner the work of himself, or of eo. 
Holy Spirit. 

For the answer,"read John 3 5, 6 44. Acts 2379; 49 2618. 2 Tim. I, 9. 
Jude 15. Rom. 8 6 2Thes. 2 13. Eph. 2,18. Psal. 31,5. Jer. 24, 7. 
Ezek. 36, 26 27. Acts 11, 1918 31, Zech. 4, 6. Luke %3, 40 43. John 6 
63,9, 31. Rom. 11, 6. 

Ques. 4th. Is the word of God a dead letter, (most puerile) read Heb. 
4,2, Mat, 13, 13 14, Isa. 6,9 10. 2Cor. 2, 16 17. Jer. 21, 
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Ques. 5th. Is Sprinkling supported, in the Floly Scriptures, by precept or 
example; to this may be put in opposition; Is immersion any where opetially 
enjoined, in the Holy Scriptures, by either precept or example? 

» But, read Ez. 36, 25. Lev. 14, 7 to 16 (inclus.) Isa, 52, 15. Heb. 10 22, 

me) 24. 1 Peter 1,2. and, by marginal references, you may find at least twenty 
more, both of precept and example, illustrative of your question. 

“T presume your object is to provoke a public debate; but I have never seen 

the cause of Christ promoted by any such means; nor do I believe that any pro- 

~ ductions of ours could be at all conservative of that great and Holy purpose, I 


therefore piefer (not according to Piov. 26, 4 5. but *) Jobn 4, 39, ‘Search ‘ 
the Scriptures’ &c. 


With the single observation that the first three questions do not, as Doctor 
Crookshank says, resolve themselves into the one, viz. ‘Is the conversion of the 
sinner the work of himself or of the Holy Spirit,’ but into this, * Does God. 


convert men by the Holy Spirit or by the Holy Word,’ we shall leave the entire | 
Matter to be answered in our next. tee 


LETTER. 

The following letter affords us an opportunity of seeing to what 
a wretched staie of secularity and vain show the Mother of Harlots 
has reduced the beautiful spiritual and heavenly religion of our 
. Lord Jesus Christ. Alas! what must become of the degraded 
Priesthood who have thus corrupted the true religion and made it the 
organ of a base spiritual, tyranical power, Surely our Lord Jesus 


will greatly multiply their tortures on that day whea he comes to 
be glorified in his saints and to be admired by all the faithful. 


Darton, Ohio, May 12th, 1834. 


Fora iy while, I may say, for several years, I have been wishing, earnestly 
wishi r Brother, you could make it convenient to come and visit the disci~ 
ples of ir Lord Jesus Christ, residing in this town and its neighborhood :—and — 
$0 to afford to them and to myself in particular, the pleasure of a persoual ac- 
quaintance with you as another of my dear brothersin Christ. * © © ® 


Here Dear Brother, permit me, thongh I have not the pleasure of a persanal 
acquaintance, I say, permit me to give you a short and confidential narrative of 
the means Divine Providence has been pleased to employ in order to my con- 


: version to the holy christian religion, and for which I _— praise and glorify 


— 


newer not fol aconing 10 it fly least thou also be like him: 


$ 
if 
| 
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our Heavenly Father through Christ our blessed and glorious Redeemer. It ig | 
proper first to inform you that I am a native of the northem parts of France 
and that while J remained in that” country, until I was in my twentieth year, I 
was, from my infancy, brought up by my parents and other relatives in the doce 
trines of the Romish Church, having been christened (but not immersed) at an ” at 
early period of my infancy. Iwas, as I grew up, catechised till about the age 
of seven years, when I was allowed to receive from the Bishop the sacrement of © 
confirmation (so called,) and finally, after the course of several years, during 
which I was catechised still further in the Tenets of that church, | was admitted 

- to the Eucharist, usually denominated, the First Communion. At that ume, 
there was almost always a number, more or less, of young Men and Girls so 
prepared by catechising and oral confession for the first communion; which was 
administered to them, both males and females, at the same time the older meme 
bembers of the Church not participating with us. This ceremony was usually 
attended with great display of dress or attire, almost always white, and decorated 

, with silk sashes, ribbons, flowers, either natural or artificial, of divers colors, but 
generally of tender, as sky-blue, rose color, &c. besides crowns made of white . 
silk or flowers wore on the head by both sexes instead of hats or bonnetts, with 
the difference that the girls wore a veil of white gauze in addition, besides 
wreathes or garlands of flowers encircling them, and a profusion of jewellery or 

* trinkets of a richness, proportioned to the circumstances of the parents or next 
friends. Thus equiped they were marched in prosession with great solemnity 
in the middle of the street, formed in four ranks or Indian files, the two outside 

, ones composed of the young men and the inside ones of the girls, and so aecom- 
panied by many of the Clergy, who acted as Marshalls of the day and kept or 
der in the ranks which were most alway preceeded by a band of music. They 
proceeded to the ( hurch and there took their seats in pews or benches appropria- 
ted for that purpose ; then a high priest with all the ceremonies imaginable at the 
Altar consecrated the Waferand the Wine and by his pretended power or effica- 
cy of the transubstansuation changed them (so said) into the Body and Blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; having then broken the Host or Wafer and commen- — 
ced and taken the Cup or Chalice and drank its contents, those young men and 
girls were then allowed to approach the Altar, and on their knees, received on 
their tongues, each one respectively, a white wafer of thesize of a quarter dol- 
lar which they immediately swallowed without further ceremony; they then 
withdrew with their hands joined together as if in prayer, and resumed their 
seats until the High Mass was ended; and thus kept fasting until after the Mags 
was over, when they returned in the same order to the house from which they 
started. After that there wasagrand dinner prepared, to which the boys and 
girls of their acquaintance as well as their parents were invited; the others re- 
tired to their respective homes, and the remainder of the day, (though it is al- 
ways on Sunday or the Lord’s day that thcse ceremonies are carried through) 
was spent in the greatest festiveuess and sometimes continued even to a late hour 

of thenight foliowing. After which I was left, (as is generally the case with 


P 


‘ 
| 


eeadition of their confession. 
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most of the young men brought up in that way) to act as I choosed in regard te 
my adhering to, or following or practising the ténets of the church in @hich I 


had thus I may say, mechanically been.brought up. But I must leave the con- 
“ibuation or remainder of my narrative for my next epistle, which is intended to 
» follow this one in the course of a few days. LOUIS J. D. ROBERT. 


The Disciples at Vernon, Ohio, request the laboring brethren to im 
their eye; they very much need and desire their assistance. 


William Hayden has recently received several letters from the Brethren in N. 
York. The Reformation is progressing there perhaps more rapidly than it ever 
did in Ohio. Bro. Porter, he says, went to Connecticut last fall and upag.* 


_ few Baptist churches in the land of Steady habits, 


A General meeting was held for the first time at Harrison, in this state, om 
the 18th, &c. of last month, by Carey Smith, L. Jamison, B, Watkins and 
W. Scott. The effect was most interesting; the people of Harrison area noble 
~~ and searched the word.of God tosee whether these things were so:— 

ven were immersed; and four more since, Frospests are very flattering. 


We have constant accessions to the church at Carthage, Bro, Jameson is la- 
boring amongst us with pleasing success, Five have been immersed this week. 


“A General meeting is to be héld at. Wilmington, Ohio, on the 4th Lord's day 
of Junes# Labourers are requested to attend, 


The disciples at Wellsburg have resolved to employ two inate 


Bro. Carey Smith, Greensburg, Id. says the congregations at Harrison, Me 
Pleasant, Bluffs, Fr endship, and Liberty, have resolved to sustain as Evangel- 
ists John L. Jones and Chauncy Butler: He adds that all who are acquainted 


with these Brethren, know them to be eminently qualified for the work of the 
I a 


Prospects are opening on every side in Dayton, Ohio. 
1 heard a Preacher last night adduce the case of the Jailor as evidence of the 


|“ Spifit’s operation, causing him to ery out, “Sirs what shall I do &c;” this con- 


nected with his exhibition of what faith was, cage full ey idence of his most holy 
system of modern orthodoxy. . S. C. D. 


Wednesday.—T'he General Meeting at Cincinnati is still in issue ; between 
20 and 30 have already been immersed, On Tuesday worning Bro. John T. 
Johnson, of Ky. and Dr. Sleigh, of London, debated the following question ia 
the Meeting house. ‘ 

Is Remission of Sin, by Jesus Christ conditional or unconditional? 

‘Dr. Bleigh assumed that it.was unconditional; Bro. Johnson in one over 


oun proved that Sinners were pardoned on the conditions of faith, ins 


repentance, confession and baptism; and that the Saints were pan 


* 
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